Focus Local Language Web

Language Divide
Goes Online

A look into why the Internet in India hasn't
gone local till now and how it is slowly but
certainly displaying the localization drive
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in India, released on December
i1, 2008, evokes a sense of concern.
The report puts the number of local
languages websites in India at a disap-
pointing 1,249. That is a palery number
when we consider the fuct that there
arc over 1,600 regional dialects in the
country. According to the same study,
Hindi is the thitd most spoken lan-
suage in the world while Telugu is the
most spoken Indian language. Keep-
ing these numbers in the purview, it

is strange that the report claims "no

Indian language is among the top 10
languages on the Internet,”

So why is it that local language
[]][L']'“kﬂ ]‘.;IH ot Ti‘ll\l’]] \‘f-T. yer, oven
though we have been pronouncing it
as the next big thing since guite some
time! The primary reason for this is
of course the lack of regional content
generation. But together with that,
there are infrastructure and penetra-
rion constraints which have hindered
the growth story of 1 “localized Web
world."”

Why so Slow?

There is no doubting the fact that

the growth hus been neglivible when
it comes to local language [nrernet.
What is more surprising is the facr
thar we have been talking about 1t all
along, ver it has never really entered
the popular donwin. The Inrernet tra-
ternity pronounced it to be the next
big thing in India, the government
said it would help them bridge the
great urhan-rural digital divide and
{I.‘ll: i}f_‘\'!.‘nﬂ'nl'”! "t']ll}l‘! ('i"ll(.lﬂi_‘\_! |K|l"
ents kept telling their public school
educared clildren that their day on
the Internet is not too far now,

But none of it has happened. The
digital divide 1s very much a reality
and so is the incompetency of non-
lzuuiisll USCTS O I‘u; Internet. *\.—:rcrd
that local Linguape content is mush-
rooming up on the Internet, bur the
tact is that this beginning should have
happened much carier. So what s it
that has been hindering whar almost
everybody took to be a certainty few
vears hack? When we have a look at
the reasons there is no clear winner
but a \\.'ilnlx' l\nm_ll of facrors which
cOmes imnro l"i.l\.

Some of them appear to be regu-
latory hassles, technological hurdles,
and limired penerration of the Inter
net. According ro Tarun Abhich-
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Internarional. Mumbai, the biggest

andnani, insighrs  director,
issue has been that of reach. Accord-
ing 10 him there are only 3.5 mn re-
gional language Internet users. That
is a small number considering India’s
population. "First the Interner has
to reach the people. Only then the
local Interner shall reach them,” he
insists. He says rthat there is a huge
gap that needs to be covered and
this can only happen if the Interner
reaches more and more people,

This also brings up the market dy-
namics, While most people say that
there isn't enough local language
content available, content providers
say that there isn't anv substantial de-
mand for local language content. Af-
ter all, every content developer needs
to see some tratfic before designing any









